
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Itôs been 50 years since the inception of the MSSA as many of 

the members of the MSSA are second and third generation fam-

ily owners.  Every day I get the pleasure of working with these 

small independent owners/operators learning more about the in-

dustry, their family and values.  The years of tradition, hard 

work, and knowledge is passed down from one generation to an-

other.  Years ago, I did a member profile on Mike Stavros the 

son of Warren Stavros. Warren was one of a select few small re-

tailers with a service station who was there to create the MSSA 

along with the support from one tenacious aspiring attorney and 

Executive Director, Gary Persian. 

 

They say a picture is worth a thousand words.  When I look at 

the picture above of Mike as a kid standing next to his father 

Warren, one can only appreciate what the generations did before 

us and how close our family operations have become.  How the 

children of these generations have so much insight in the indus-

try, the opportunity to grow the family business while having the 

chance to be great! 

 

As the MSSA celebrates 50 years, donôt forget what this Asso-

ciation has done for our industry.  Next month the MSSA will 

establish a timeline of greatness and contributions made on be-

half of all members in our industry.  Cheers! 

M o n t h l y  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  M i n n e s o t a  S e r v i c e   

 S t a t i o n  a n d  C o n v e n i e n c e  S t o r e  A s s o c i a t i o n  

Volume 31 Issue 2 

¼ Annual MSSA Ice Fishing Tournament 

 

¼ Minnesota Lottery is committed to offer-

ing fair and secure games 

 

¼ Lottery Director Update  

 

¼ MSSA 2016 Scholarship Application 

 

¼ Authorities Seize Skimming Devices 

 

¼ Enbridge files Petition for Reconsidera-

tion with the MPUC 

 

¼ MSSA Political Action Committee (PAC) 

Fund Donors 

 

¼ MSSA Scholarship Fund Donors 

 

¼ MSSA Annual Meeting 

 

¼ Murphy USA Proceeding with óPlan B,ô 

Without Wal -Mart  

 

¼ Sub- $2 Gas Prices for 2016 

 

¼ Minnoco 2015 Toys For Tots Drive 
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MSSA Board Members 
Mark Olson, President 
612-869-1244   ó11-ô16 

Joel Hennen, Vice President 
952-445-2478   ó13-ô16 

Andrea Drake, Secretary/Treasurer 

651-426-9996   ô15-ó18 

Chan Smith                                 

651-450-9729                               ó14-ó17 

Steven Anderson 
651-644-3436                 ô15- ó18 

Ron Feist 
763-544-5512   ó14-ó16 

Ron Velander 

952-457-7153   ô11-ó17 

Jeff Peterson 

507-452-3559   ô03ïó15 

Jerry Charmoli  

763-757-6789   ó99-ô17  
 

MSSA Staff 

    Lance Klatt         (651) 487-1983            

        Cell                                  (612) 916- 9917                                                   

    Norie Hennen                     (651) 487-1983 
    Nikki Wakefield         (651) 487-1983 

 

Insurance Representatives 

BIB 

    Ann Wolfgang                (952) 996-8872 

    Dale Lachelt        (952) 996-8818 

    Kathy Amato         (952) 996-8818 

McNamara Company 

    Patrick McNamara         (651) 426-0607 

Haas Managed Benefits   

    Bill Haas         (763) 421-6153 
 
 

ASMI Board  
     Kurt Bohnen, President 

612-723-8855 

Ted Brausen, Vice President 

651-635-9577 

Bryan  Boesen, Secretary/Treasurer   

763-315-2886 

Ron Velander 
952-457-7153  

Mark Olson 
612-869-1244 

 
 

General Counsel 
Randy Thompson                    (952) 405-7171 

Nolan, Thompson & Leighton 
 

Government Affairs 
Todd Hill ï Lobbyist  

Hill Capitol Strategies, Inc. 

Rob Leighton ï Lobbyist 

Nolan, Thompson & Leighton 
 

Hello everyone, 

 

Brrrrré itôs a bit brisk outside these days.  Our repair shops needed this 

cold snap to heat things up a bit.  We are a week away from the Annual 

ice fishing tournament at Leech Lake in Walker.  If you have forgotten to 

register, itôs never too late.  As always, we are expecting a great turn out 

with lots of fun. 

 

So, whatôs been going on at the MSSA these days?  Attending fundrais-

ers, hosting a luncheon, working on the legislative agenda for 2016.  Thus 

far, we are hearing a gas tax will not be introduced this session, but as we 

know, that can change very quickly.  We are heating up the introducing of 

legislation exempting retailers from paying credit card fees on taxes col-

lected.  Itôs a reach, but we will do our best on this one.  MSSA members 

may have seen an op-ed or two in the Strib or some major media behind 

the repeal of the Cigarette and tobacco inflator.  Legislation passed two 

years ago to increase tobacco and cigarette taxes as the state DFL law-

makers decided to place an ñinflatorò on the legislation.  Time to get back 

to some old school politics here in our great state and get things under 

control. 

 

Many MSSA members are applying for funding to assist in an infrastruc-

ture to sell E85 and E15.  The Association is also learning our independ-

ent members are not the only ones.  A few large C-store chains locally are 

testing the waters with this funding.  Stay tunedé could be an interesting 

summer. 

 

On the front page and inserted inside the Newsline, is a great article I 

wrote with the help of the Automotive Aftermarket E-learning Centre that 

may help the MSSA members maximize their profitability through in-

creasing billable work hours at their shops.  Every member in the repair 

business should plug their own numbers into the matrix (inside Newsline) 

and see where your techs are performing and where your business profits 

really stand.  Next month I will be writing an article about Mobile pay-

ments, current retail trends and future expectations. 

 

As most of us know, the MSSA is celebrating 50 years of Supporting its 

members and the automotive repair, towing and petroleum industries.  As 

we celebrate 50 years, beginning each month, the MSSA Newsline and 

website will feature articles and pictures from the past 50 years, taking a 

stroll down memory lane, seeing how far this Association has progressed 

yesterday and today. 

 

Always remember, to point the laces out, and do your job as 27 yards isnôt 

that far of a distance for a chunk of leather to be forced through the up-

rights of a metal object in the bitter Minnesota cold. 

 

Thanks for great year, and looking forward to 2016! 

 

Cheers! 

Lance 
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Alan Merschman 

Kennyôs Clark & Goodyear 

Member Since 1982 

 

Ted Brausen 

B Dale Service 

Arden Hills Service 

Member since 1985 

 

Ned Wesenberg 

Park Service 

Member since 1993 

 

Mark Montag  

Petroleum Marketers Service 

Member since 1991 

 

Cary & Barbara Fritsvold  

Reliable Plus Car Wash Service 

Member since 1991 

Brooke Taney 
Paramount Marketing 

Member since 2005 

 

Steve Sundby 

Tri-Mart 

Member since 2005 

 

Randy & Susan Hickle 

Tobies Station 

Member since 2006 

 

Pat Pettit 

Polka Dot Dairy Inc. 

Member since 2007 

 

Paul & Adam Schlangen 

Tapda, Inc. 

Member since 2008 

 

Chris Simpson 

Electro Watchman, Inc. 

Member since 2011 

 

Dan Werth 

 Southside Station 

Member since 2011 

 

Scott Ebert 

 Principal Financial Group 

Member since 2013 
 

James Rueckert 

McLane Company 

Member since 2014 

 

Hoon Ge 

MEG Corp 

Member since 2014 
 

 

 

Proudly Servicing The Central Minnesota Areas. 

Independent Petroleum Service 
Two Locations To Serve You  

Brainerd:  218-829-2745      Bemidji:  218-333-3538   

Independent Petroleum ServiceIndependent Petroleum ServiceIndependent Petroleum Service    

IPS 

LED Lighting Upgrades  Tank Monitors  

RubyCi 

Complete Line of Parts  

The Ovation ²Ê  
Fuel Dispenser  

24 Hour 
Emergency 

Service 

Our Service and Sales Teams are ready to assist you with all 

of your Petroleum Equipment needs and do whatever it takes 

to keep your business running smoothly. 

The combination 
of POS & Site 

Controller.  

 

 

Automotive & Lubrication Equipment  

The Ovation ²Ê  
Fuel Dispenser  

RubyCi 

Full Vacuum 
Truck  

Services  

The combination 
of POS & Site 

Controller.  

Minnesota Petroleum offers you a knowledgeable Service and 
Sales Team for all your C-Store and Service Station equipment 
needs.  Our Technicians are all trained, certified and experienced.  
Their knowledge is the key to your satisfaction of a job well done. 

Compliance  
Testing  

Services  

Minnesota Petroleum Service 
682  39th Ave NE, Columbia Heights, MN 555421 

Phone: 763-780-5191   888-797-7677   E-Mail: sales@mnpetro.com 

Proudly Servicing All Your Petroleum Handling Equipment Needs. 

www.mnpetro.com  

24 Hour 
Emergency 

Service 

Minnesota Petroleum Service  



 

 

**ALERT**  
 

There have been several  

lawsuits commenced against 

MSSA dealers regarding their 

handicapped parking and  

alleged violations thereof. 

 

If you have received any no-

tice or lawsuits have been 

commenced, advise Lance 

ASAP at the MSSA office as 

well as your attorney. 

 

 

 

 

Wow! What a blast everyone had at the sixth Annual MSSA Ice fishing Tournament as nearly thirty 

members and guests attending the unforgettable event at Chase on the Lake in Walker, MN.  

Wednesday evening was the official kick off of the two -night event as members and guests got their roll ïon at the 

Patron Points ñExtreme Bowling Challengeò and Cocktail reception. (See pictures inset).   In the end all had fun as 

this was not your typical ñBowling for Dollarsò extravaganza! 

 

After Bowling the Members and guests were treated to a buffet dinner and soon after shuttled off to the casino or 

stayed to play card games enjoying the camaraderie amongst everyone.   The members and guests were treated to a 

buffet breakfast on Thursday morning and a luncheon with House Representative and Chair of the Govt. Operations & 

Elections Policy Committee.   Throughout the day the fish were biting in some areas as the evening came upon us, the 

Walleye were biting furiously.  Congratulations to Kerry Bement catching a Walleye measuring in at 15ò winning a 

cool $100 in cash.   Winner of the second place was Coleen Mercil catching a 14ò walleye winning a cool $75 in cash.  

Mopping up in third place, Kerry Bement scored again, catching a Walleye, measuring at 13.5ò, winning a cool $50.  

Many great prizes were given away as we were able to raise much needed money for our lobbying fund. 

 

Winners of the Team Prize, House #6 Kerry Bement, Bill Haas, Mike Dwelly and John Crissinger, together they 

caught 10 walleyes as the team won $100 cash. 

 

Each year the MSSA ice fishing tournament gets better and better as do the memories.   Enjoy the pictures from the 

event as for next year, who knows what is in store.  A Special thanks to all of our partners for sponsoring this great 

event. (Please see complete sponsorship list inset) 

Annual Ice Fishing Tournament 

(continued on pages 5,6 &7) 



 

 

Fishing Tournament  

Winners! 

1st Place 

Kerry Bement 

15ò Walleye 

$100 

2nd  Place 

Colleen Mercil 

14ò Walleye 

$75 

3rd Place 

Kerry Bement 

13.5ò Walleye 

$50 
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1st Place Ice House Winners 

Bill Haas, Mike Dwelly John Crissinger, & 

Kerry Bement 
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Patron Points  

ñExtreme Bowling Challengeò 

1st Place 

John Marsolek 

$80 

2nd Place 

Colleen Mercil 

$40 

3rd Place 

Mike OôBrien 

$20 
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Special thanks to all of our Associate Partners for  
�P�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�·�V���$�Q�Q�X�D�O���,�F�H���)�L�V�K�L�Q�J���7�R�X�U�Q�D�P�H�Q�W���D���K�X�J�H�� 

success!   
 
 

Extreme Bowling Challenge/Cocktail Reception 
Patron Points 
 
Dinner Sponsors 
Mill City Petroleum, Growth Energy, Haas Managed Benefits, Waddell & Reed, Zahl Petroleum and Cintas 
 
Breakfast Sponsors 
Minnesota Petroleum, Independent Petroleum and  
Zahl Petroleum  
 
Snacks and beverage coolers in shacks 
�3�H�S�V�L���%�R�W�W�O�L�Q�J���*�U�R�X�S�����:�H�Q�]�H�O�·�V�����'���	���-���7�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���D�Q�G�� 
Star Tribune 
 
Hospitality Room Sponsors 
�'�R�R�O�H�\�·�V���3�H�W�U�R�O�H�X�P���&�R�U�H-Mark 

 
At last a huge thank you to Chase on the Lake owner Steve Olson, the Chase staff; Brian,  
Joanna and Jan as well as our fishing guides! 


